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TIP OF THE SPEAR

THE SANGIN STORY: LAST COALITION SERVICE MEMBERS
LEAVE ONCE INSURGENT STRONGHOLD

Multiple mounted patrols totaling 174
tactical vehicles with approximately 700
service members left Sangin, Afghanistan
May 5. Tactical vehicles driving through a
gate on the Marine Corps' central-Helmand
base is a regular occurrence; however, this
was a significant occasion for Marines,
coalition forces and their Afghan
counterparts. For four years Marines fought
tirelessly to rid the city of enemy fighters
and not allow insurgents a safe haven in
Sangin. More than 50 Marines paid the
ultimate sacrifice fighting for Sangin and
hundreds were seriously wounded.
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Marines had bittersweet feelings -- they
were happy to be leaving the area that

claimed the lives and limbs of so many of their brothers-in-arms, but sad to leave their newfound
brothers of the Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police. May 5 marked the end of an era for
Marines in northern Helmand province, but started a new chapter for the Afghan National Security
Forces and the local Sangin civilians, and the Marines are confident the soldiers and police will
continue to succeed in Sangin just as they did. Read more
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Cpl. Christopher M. Wynn gives a high five to a child May 10 during the Fuji Friendship Festival 2014 at
Combined Arms Training Center Camp Fuji, Marine Corps Installations Pacific. More than 6,000
people attended the festival, which first occurred in 1994 and became an annual event starting in 2003.
Wynn is a military policeman with the Provost Marshal's Office, Combined Arms Training Center, Camp
Fuji, Japan. (Photo by Cpl. Alyssa N. Gunton)
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IN THE NEWS

U.S. POSITIONS MARINES IN SICILY OVER LIBYA SECURITY
FEARS

Nearly 200 Marines were temporarily moved May 14 to Sicily from
their base in Spain as a precaution due to concerns about unrest in
North Africa, bolstering the U.S. ability to respond to any crisis.
American concerns are centered squarely on Libya, where armed
groups and Islamists refused to disarm after the 2011 ouster of
Muammar Gaddafi. The Marines are part of a crisis response unit
focused on embassy security created after the attack on the U.S.
diplomatic compound in Benghazi, Libya, on September 11, 2012,
which killed U.S. Ambassador Christopher Stevens and three other
Americans. The force is meant to speed U.S. response times in

north and west Africa. Read more

CORPS DOUBLES THE NUMBER OF MRAPS IT WILL KEEP
In a move that reflects a changing Marine Corps mission
increasingly focused on global crisis response, service officials
have decided to double the number of Mine-Resistant Ambush
Protected (MRAP) vehicles the Corps will keep following the end of
fighting in Afghanistan. The Marine Corps now plans to keep 2,500
MRAPs, said Lt. Gen. William Faulkner, deputy commandant for
installations and logistics, rather than the 1,230 they had originally
planned to retain. "Our commandant gave us some pretty specific
guidance, and said 'Hey, look, if we believe we have a requirement
for this capability, which has been battle-tested and combat proven

and saved a lot of Marines' lives, I'd rather hold onto these items, get them reset and put them in an
admin storage program, than dispose of them,'" said Faulkner. Read more
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EXPEDITIONARY WARRIOR 2014 HIGHLIGHTS FUTURE OF
NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM

The Navy-Marine Corps team must continue to find new ways to
fulfill engagement and crisis response requirements despite
operational access challenges and an uncertain future security
environment, Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen.
John. M. Paxton said at the outbrief for Expeditionary Warrior 2014,
the Marine Corps' Title 10 wargame. "I think we have become fixated
with the great things we have done for the last 12 years," said
Paxton. "The point of this game was to take a look at the uncertain
future environment, one with a lack of access and the need to really
do power projection. We need to look at everything in terms of where

the joint community is going. It would be foolish to think we're going to do this just as a Marine Corps or
Navy-Marine Corps team." Read more

MARINES PREPARE MODULAR FORCE FOR FUTURE RIFE WITH
CONFLICT

Despite a dozen years of combat operations coming to a close, the
next decade likely will provide no rest for the war-weary Marine
Corps. Commanders see the potential for conflict, natural disasters
and other events that will require the service's attention on every
continent except Antarctica. Lt. Gen. John Toolan, commander of 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force, and recent appointee to command all
Marines in the Pacific, laid out in February various threats the Marine
Corps is already facing outside of Afghanistan. "What is today's
fight? Today's fight is Benghazi," he said, referring to the attack on
the U.S. consulate in Libya that left four Americans dead. "Today's

fight is Lebanon. Today's fight is South Sudan. Today's fight is really all over the globe in an awful lot of
places that are in pretty bad shape." Read more

http://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/archive/2014/June/Pages/MarinesPrepareModularForceForFutureRifeWithConflict.aspx
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

MAY 16, 1945
The 22d and 29th Marines continued the attack against Half Moon Hill, a day characterized by the 6th
Marine Division as the "bitterest" of the Okinawa campaign. By the 18th, the famed "Shuri line" had
been broached. .

MARINE OF THE WEEK

GENERAL: MILLENNIAL MARINES SHUN SELF-ABSORBED
CULTURE

A four-star Marine general laments an American public that cannot
comprehend why young Marines sacrifice their lives to defend the
country, saying millennial Marines shun a popular culture that
celebrates the self-absorbed and materialistic. "The protected can't
begin to understand the price paid so they and their families can
sleep safe and free at night. What they are missing, what they will
also never understand, is the sense of commitment, joy, and honor
of serving one's country in uniform," Marine Gen. John F. Kelly, a
former enlisted man who rose to the armed forces' rarefied air as
head of U.S. Southern Command, said May 10 at the New York City

Leatherneck Celebration Ball. Gen. Kelly spoke of a cultural schism -- as he put it, the "current cohort of
opinion makers and cultural icons" who advocate self-absorption but are not embraced by young
Marines. Read more
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OUR MISSION

In the words of Lt. Gen. Victor H. "Brute" Krulak, "The United States does not need a Marine Corps... the
United States wants a Marine Corps." As America's Expeditionary Force in Readiness, the Marine Corps
is deployed across the globe, standing ready to respond to any crisis. The Marine Corps Connection is
your one-stop source for the latest Marine Corps news and is published weekly by the Division of
Public Affairs at Headquarters Marine Corps. Stay connected to your Marines!
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